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Sustainable Organics Recycling

Carrying the Torch for Healthy Soils

As these short days turn into long nights, we are buoyed by
those holiday traditions that bring light to the darkness. The
holiday lighting of candles on a menorah, the Christmas
lights aplenty, all moving the spirit of closing out the old
year and moving on with the new. While we mourn the
recent passing of one of our founders, Will Bakx, we look
forward to carrying the torch for healthy soils to honor his
memory. Will would not likely want us dwelling on the past
but surging ahead to enthusiastically perpetuate his lifelong
mission to better the planet, in particular enlightening all

of us on the value of healthy soils. Will was a passionate
leader, a guiding light in the compost community (among
his many interests), and was among the first that many of
us learned from to make the connection between climate
change and soils.

While California combined a banner year for organics
policymaking in 2021 with budget allocations to fund
infrastructure and SB 1383 implementation — along

with unprecedented investments into Healthy Soils and
Climate Smart Agriculture — legislation and funding
accomplishments in Washington D.C. nearly stole the
spotlight. The Build Back Better Act added piles of gold from
the Federal coffers, helping to blaze the way for sustainable
agriculture from coast to coast. Congresswoman Julia
Brownley has enlisted an illustrious list of legislative co-
authors to push the COMPOST Act (Cultivating Organic
Matter through the Promotion Of Sustainable Techniques),
adding more fuel to the burning desire for getting organics
out of landfills on a massive scale. While international
leaders met in Glasgow, trying to secure a safe planet

for future generations, calls from American leadership on
increasing soil organic carbon is resonating from the mega-
corporate boardrooms of Cargill, General Mills, Walmart,
and others to the halls of Congress.

Given its position as the largest agricultural producing state
in the country, closing the loop on organics, back to our

farmland soils, is another area where #Californiamustlead,
(and she has!) with the Dept. of Food and Agriculture,
Resources Agency, and Air Resources Board all working on
Natural and Working Lands strategies. Harnessing the inno-
vative spirit of California, Governor Gavin Newsom issued
Executive Order N-82-20 on October 7, 2020, enlisting
California’s vast network of natural and working lands — for-
ests, rangelands, farms, wetlands, coast, deserts and urban
greenspaces — in the fight against climate change. A core
pillar of Governor Newsom'’s climate agenda, these novel
approaches will help clean the air and water for commu-
nities throughout the state and support California’s unique
biodiversity. The order directs state agencies to deploy a
number of strategies to store carbon in the state’s natural
and working lands and remove it from the atmosphere.
Specifically, state agencies are directed to pursue innova-
tive actions, strategies, and partnerships to maximize the
full climate benefits of natural and working lands.

Helping to bridge the gap between food waste recovery and
compost use, CCC has worked with a diverse stakehold-
er team to develop and sponsor a series of Compost Use
in Agriculture workshops, where farmers and crop advi-
sors are able to learn about all of the value and beneficial
characteristics of compost use, what some of these smart
people call ecosystem co-benefits. Participants will be en-
couraged to ask the hard questions about compost quality
and safety that will help build confidence in the grower
community that their organic input needs can be met. The
first of these workshops will take place in Salinas, during
California’s Healthy Soils Week (December 5-11) and will
be held, largely in conjunction with field demonstration proj-
ects funded by CDFA’s Healthy Soils Program Grants, in
multiple regional locations, focused on the specific compost
markets in those areas. CCC looks ahead to Getting s#*!
Done! — as Will would have expected us to do, without a lot
of fanfare. It just won’t be quite the same without him.

CaliforniaCompostCoalition.org



http://CaliforniaCompostCoalition.org

Federal Healthy Soils Activities

Build Back Better Act

This bill will allocate $95 million in EPA
grants, available through Sept. 30, 2031,
for organics recycling projects in “low-in-
come or disadvantaged communities,”
including programs to “construct, expand,
or modernize” facilities or equipment that
collects and processes organic materials.
Grants could also be used for programs to
measure, reduce, and prevent food waste.

The bill also calls for another $95 million in
EPA grants, also available through Sept.
30, 2031, for other projects in low-income
or disadvantaged communities that reduce
waste in manufacturing or encourage
manufacturers to design packaging that
reduces waste. Projects that create market
demand or manufacturing capacity for recy-
cled materials and commaodities, including
compost, would also be a priority. Other
eligible items include those that reduce

or prevent waste from entering landfills
through projects such as source-separated
organic waste collection, organic waste
diversion programs, or efforts that increase
landfill disposal fees.

A Nov. 3 update to the bill added $10
million to support recycling data collection
efforts, with a focus on projects in rural
areas that lack access to recycling services
or other disadvantaged or low-income
communities. The money would also be
available through Sept. 30, 2031.

» $27.15 billion to help farmers and ranch-
ers adopt sustainable, regenerative prac-
tices and transition to climate-friendly
production through working lands conser-
vation programs, including the Conserva-
tion Stewardship Program (CSP), the En-
vironmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), and the Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP).

+ $2 billion in research investments to
support farmers and researchers in
hands-on climate research around
climate-friendly practices and more-
resilient crops and livestock, including
through the Sustainable Agriculture
Research and Education (SARE)
program, the Organic Agriculture
Research and Extension Initiative
(OREI), and more, along with hundreds
of millions of dollars to help higher
education institutions serving students
and farmers of color build capacity and
train the next generation of scientists,
farmers, ranchers, and food system
experts.
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Compost Act

This past summer, Congresswoman
Julia Brownley (and others) proposed the
Cultivating Organic Matter through the
Promotion Of Sustainable Techniques
(COMPOST) Act which designates
composting as a conservation practice
and activity establishes a USDA-led
grant and loan guarantee program to
provide $200 million in funding annually
over 10 years for a range of composting
facilities and programs. Below are the
key elements currently in the bill:

Grants
« Total amount of grant funds awarded
for a project cannot exceed $5 million
or be less than 25% nor exceed 75%
of the cost of the project

* At least $50 million each year
to projects without centralized
commercial composting.

« Eligible entities: State, local, or tribal
government, Elementary, secondary or
higher education institutions, Non-profit
organizations, Farmers and ranchers,
Any of the above in coordination with a
for-profit organization.

Loan Guarantees
« Total loan amount cannot exceed $5
million or 80% of the project cost.

« Eligible entities are for-profit
organizations, farmers, or ranchers
that demonstrate successful prior
experience developing, managing, and
marketing composting facilities.

Eligible Projects
» Composting facility or site permitting,
planning, and construction, or
expansion.

* Acquisition of machinery, equipment,
and other physical necessities
required to operate a composting
facility, system, or program, except
depackaging equipment.

 Implementation of onsite composting
systems and programs

* Collection of organic waste intended
for processing at a composting facility
or system, or through a composting
program, Activities for land-based
compost application, including on a
farm or ranch.

* Market development projects that
create a demand for compost product
or increase commercial and residential

participation in composting.

PFAS

A variety of federal regulations have
been promulgated regarding Per- and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS),
originally starting with drinking water, and
have been expanded to surface water,
groundwater, soils and soil amendments.

US EPA and Toxics Release Inventory

US EPA held a period in 2019 for
comments before adding certain PFAS
chemicals to the Toxics Release The
National Defenses Authorization Act also
provided for addition of the EPA reviewed
chemicals to be added; and added more
PFAS chemicals to the inventory, with
additional chemicals stil being reviewed.
Any chemicals in the TRIP are obligated
to be reported by facilities producing
them and how their waste is being
managed, which will provide additional
pressure to PFAS generators to switch to
different chemicals.

FDA and Food Packaging Phaseout

* In summer 2020, the Food and Drug
Administration announced, after pledg-
es from the four primary manufactur-
ers of PFAS in food packaging used in
the US, a voluntary phaseout of PFAS
chemicals that contain 6:2 fluorotelo-
mer alcohol, which should end the
use of PFAS in food packaging within
several years. See the announcement.

» (The Biodegradable Products Institute
has already established as of January
2020 (Information here) that it will
no longer certify products containing
PFAS chemicals.)

Other PFAS Containing Products

Phase out of other products commonly
containing PFAS is also important to
the compost and wastewater industry.
Companies producing PFAS containing
products in the vicinity of compost facil-
ities and other public utilities can cause
the chemicals to appear in water and
soil tests nearby. It is imperative that the
compost industry advocate for phaseout
of all PFAS chemicals, which we are
doing by supporting all bills in state and
national legislatures that would do that.

Moving Forward Act

The proposed Moving Forward Act,
passed by the US House of Representa-
tives in 2020 and pending final vote, also
proposes $25 billion in funds to address
PFAS, primarily in water systems.
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CDFA Funding

Given the unprecedented State budget
surplus in 2020-21, California Department
of Food and Agriculture’s (CDFA’s)
summary for the recently-approved Budget
shows the Governor and Legislature
pushing a tremendous amount of funding
towards making California agriculture an
asset in the fight against climate change.
Total Food and Farm Economic Recovery
and Resilience Investments for FY 2021-22
are over $1.3 billion.

The State is investing in CDFA programs
to build Climate Smart/ Climate Resilient
Farms, to the tune of $219 million for FY
2021-22; funding breaks down as follows:

» Healthy Soils Program: $75 million for
FY 2021-22 and $85 million proposed for
FY 2022-23.

» State Water Efficiency and
Enhancement Program (SWEEP): $50
million for FY 2021-22 and $50 million
proposed for FY 2022-23.

¢ Alternative Manure Management
Program (AMMP): $32 million for dairy
methane (AMMP and digesters) with a
priority for funding AMMP projects. $48
million proposed for FY 2022-23.

¢ Technical Assistance for Farmers and
Ranchers: $5.4 million for underserved
farmers for FY 2021-22. $5 million for
water efficiency technical assistance.

» Organic Transition Program: $7 million
for FY 2021-22.

e Conservation Management Planning
Program: $10 million for FY 2021-
22. $22 million proposed for the
management program and for organic
transition in FY 2023-24.

* Sustainable Pest Management/
Biologically Integrated Farming
Systems (BIFS): $9.8 million including
$2 million for BIFS in FY 2021-22.

* Beginning Farmer Training and Farm
Manager Apprenticeships: $5 million
for FY 2021-22. $5 million proposed for
FY 2021-23.

 Pollinator Habitat Program: $15 million
for FY 2021-22. $15 million proposed for
FY 2022-23

¢ Research in Greenhouse Gas
Reduction in Agriculture: $5 million for
FY 2021-22. $5 million proposed for FY
2022-23.
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Compost Use in Ag Workshops

The purpose of the California Compost
Use in Agriculture Workshop Series is to
increase local knowledge of the pro-
curement and use of composted organic
amendments within multiple agricultural
communities throughout the state of
California. Divided into three days — one
virtual, two in-person — this hybrid style
educational offering is aimed at engaging
producers, technical assistance pro-
viders and other relevant stakeholders
directly. In order to respond to the unique
challenges presented by the diversity of
cropping systems throughout the state,
regional sites will be identified to host
classroom and on-farm field days that
provide attendees the opportunity to
enhance their understanding of com-
post through live interaction with subject
matter experts, project-based learning
and peer-to-peer networking. Workshop
content will address important topics spe-
cific to the different scales and crop types
within each geographic region.

The first workshop session is set

for December 2, 9 & 10 in Salinas,
addressing leafy greens and vegetable
crop production synonymous with the
region. The second will be in Napa/
Sonoma, targeted for February 2022,
focused on rangelands and wine grapes.

First Workshop - Live Webinar

*Compost Use in Ag - The Basics

» Compost and Climate Change

» Understanding Different Qualities and
Types of Compost

» Overview of CA Compost Regulations
and Incentives

Second Workshop: In- Person
Regional Classroom Location

*FSMA and Compost Contamination
Concerns

* Nutrient Management with Compost

» Compost test results

» Compost Economics and Incentives

» Compost Procurement, Application and
Spreading

« Session for Compost Producers

» Composter & Grower Networking Event

Third Workshop: In-Person Healthy
Soils Program Demo/ Field Day

» Spreading Demonstration

* Crop-Specific Spreading Issues

* Soil Health Evaluations and Stacking
»Water Use and drought

CARB Scoping Plan

The 2022 Scoping Plan Update is now
underway and will lay out a path to
achieve carbon neutrality by 2035 and
2045, as well as assess progress toward
achieving 2030 targets. Achieving carbon
neutrality will require the State to con-
sider greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
and sinks from natural and working lands
(NWL). As part of the Scoping Plan, the
California Air Resources Board (CARB)
will be modeling various land manage-
ment scenarios to help develop a target
for California’s NWLs. The technical
workshop held on December 2, 2021,
built on previous NWL workshops, and
provided an in-depth discussion on de-
veloping modeling scenarios for NWLs.
Compost use on agricultural lands build
healthy soils and sequesters carbon.

As part of the modeling scenarios, we
reminded CARB staff to utilize studies
currently on record and need not reinvent
the carbon cycle. The January 2019 Draft
California 2030 Natural and Working

Lands Climate Change Implementation
Plan (Plan) has been posted for almost

3 years, after two years of workshops,
where CARB strategy was to weave
this into the Scoping Plan Update now
underway. This plan includes CCC
metrics to double down on compost

and mulch use by 2030 and made
compost application a priority. Where
the preliminary draft Plan did not include
compost use on irrigated cropland at
all, now compost application is being
targeted, adding 31,000 to 62,000 acres
each year to 2030, with mulching over
cropland also increasing at 10,400 to
20,800 acres per year.

The analysis to support this Plan used

a sampling method to combine COMET
Planner outputs from twelve agricultural
counties into a statewide average. While
specific levels of activity for each practice
were required to generate the estimat-

ed climate benefits, CDFA will target
implementation acres for healthy soils
practices generally, rather than on prac-
tice-specific acreages. Additionally, be-
cause a statewide average was used, the
acreage target is statewide rather than
regional. Considering historic funding lev-
els, it is assessed that implementation at
the scale would cost approximately $18
— $36 million per year, reducing GHG by
5.3 to 10.7 million metric tons.
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California Compost Pioneer

The California Compost Coalition

is a registered Lobbying Coalition with
the Fair Political Practices Commission

(FPPC), created in 2002 by a group
of compost operators in response

to demands for increased recycling
of organic materials & production of
clean compost, bioenergy, anaerobic
digestion, renewable natural gas, and
biochar.

CCC Members

Agromin

American Refuse, Inc.

Atlas Disposal Industries LLC

BLT Enterprises of Fremont
Burrtec Waste Industries, Inc.
California Waste Recovery Systems
Cedar Ave Recycling and Transfer
Contra Costa Waste Service, Inc.
Gilton Resource Recovery

Marin Sanitary Service

Monterey Regional WMD

Napa Recycling and Waste Services
Northern Recycling Compost
Pena’s Disposal Service
Pleasanton Garbage Service
Quackenbush Mt. Compost
Recology

San Joaquin County Public Works
Soiland Co., Inc.

Tracy Material Recovery

Vision Recycling

Waste Connections - Cold Canyon
WC Wood Industries

Zero Waste Energy, LLC.

CCC Partners

California Wood Recycling

Clover Flat Compost

GreenWaste Recovery

ReFuel Energy Partners

Resource Recovery Coalition of CA
Sonoma Compost

Synagro - South Kern

Upper Valley Recycling

Zanker Road Resource Management
Z-Best Compost Facility

Zero Waste Energy Development

CCC Technology Partners
CleanFleets.net

Compost Manufacturing Alliance
Engineered Compost Systems
JRMA Architects Engineers

Phoenix Energy

Synergy Burcell Technologies LLC
Schaefer Systems International, Inc.
Yorke Engineering LLC

CCC Governmental Affairs

Justin Malan, EcoConsult

Neil Edgar, Edgar & Associates, Inc.
Evan Edgar, Edgar & Associates, Inc.
Sean Edgar, Clean Fleets Advocates

Remembering Will Bakx

California compost pioneer
and visionary, Will Bakx
passed away peacefully
surrounded by his life
partner Claire Victor, son
Xander Bakx, stepdaughter
Ariana Victor and close
friends on Saturday,
November 6, 2022.

Will Bakx grew up in the
Netherlands and moved

to California in 1979. He
started composting in 1982
at Sonoma State University
as student manager of the
Ecological Food Production Garden.

In 1985, he launched Bennett Valley
Farm Compost, processing various
agricultural and fish industry discards.
In 1993 he started the Sonoma county-
wide yard debris composting program
as Sonoma Compost Company (SCC).
Will was an experienced soil scientist
with a demonstrated history of organics
resource recovery, creating healthy
soils, carbon farming and a leader

in the industry. He has diverted over
2,000,000 tons of organics from the
landfill, creating high quality mulches
and composts allowed for organic

food production, including biodynamic
composts.

Will was a passionate educator

for landscapers, farmers and the
community at large. He was an adjunct
compost instructor at the Santa Rosa
Junior College (SRJC) and served

as chair of the SRJC Sustainable
Agriculture Advisory Committee.

He also served on the US Compost
Council Compost Training Committee
and was a co-instructor for its Compost
Operator’s Training week. Will was

the co-founder and board member

of the California Organics Recycling
Council and the California Compost
Coalition. He shared his knowledge by
volunteering at countless community
and industry events.

By Leslie Lukacs

Will was also active in the community
where he lived, Sonoma County. Will
co-founded the Compost Coalition

of Sonoma County after the closure
of Sonoma Compost to organize
community stakeholders on bringing
composting back to Sonoma County.
Will supported the formation of the
Sonoma County Zero Waste Task
Force and the Compostable Products
task force which grew from concern
that “compostable products” were

not accepted in 90% California’s
commercial composting locations.
Will was actively working on carbon
sequestration through the utilization
of compost and co-formed the
Carbon Sequestration Task Force
which included leading climate action
stakeholders in the region.

Will was dedicated to his family and
enjoyed nature’s beauty which he
uniquely captured behind his camera
lens. Will was a self-taught naturalist
photographer and was so talented that
he was invited as a guest photography
teacher as part of international
vacation packages.

Many of those in the compost industry
have interacted with Will during his
past four decades in the industry. May
his environmental activism and his
passion for compost and healthy soils
carry on by all those he has touched.
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